The incidence of reported albinism in grouse (Family Tetraonidae) is low, having been reported in 9 of 18 presently recognized species (Sage 1962; Ross 1963; Gross 1965). Among the Tetraonidae, albinism has been reported most often from Ruffed Grouse (Bonusa umbellus); a fact possibly related to its popularity as a sporting bird over large areas of the northern United States and Canada. We could find no records of albinism in Blue Grouse (Dendrugapus obscurus), thus making the specimen described here noteworthy.
While hunting for Blue Grouse and White-tailed Ptarmigan ( Lagopus leucurus) above tree line (elevation 12,000 ft) on 27 September 1969 at Mesa Seco in Hinsdale County, one of us (RGB) flushed a group of five grouse in which a whitish bird was observed. This bird was subsequently collected and identified as an albinistic Blue Grouse. The skin was saved and eventually came into the possession of the senior author. After preparation as a study skin, the specimen was deposited in the Denver Museum of Natural History (DMNH 36061). Upon examination the specimen was found to be an immature male 10-11 weeks old. It appeared to be normal in all characteristics except color, with measurements of carpal length, outer rectrix, culmen, caruncle, middle toe, and tarsus being in the range of birds of the same sex and age class previously collected in Colorado (unpubl. data).
The plumage of the specimen was very pale gray and clearly showed the normal barring present in Blue Grouse reported that albinistic or "dilute" young were weaker and less vigorous than normal-colored young.
The Blue Grouse reported here appeared comparable in all respects except color to other Blue Grouse of the same sex and age. It
